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A Reflection from the Vicar...

It’s a New Year!

Advent begins a new year for the church. This year Advent begins on December 3.
The Church year begins a few weeks before the secular calendar year begins on January
1st, and you may wonder why the Church does this. The Church year starts in
anticipation of the birth of Christ at Christmas, but just as importantly Advent is a time to
be reminded that Christ will return in glory - perhaps in our lifetime. The Church year is
a lot like the Advent wreath. Let me explain.

The Advent wreath is a circular ring symbolizing the unbroken and unending love
of God. The green symbolizes life everlasting and the four candles mark our earthly time
of waiting and anticipating the coming of Christ. The tall white center candle focuses our
attention on the light of the world, Jesus, whose presence is central to our lives. The white
center Christ Candle is not lit until all the other candles are burning, so it reminds us how
important our own lives are in helping bring light to the world while we wait on Christ’s
return. The Advent wreath continues to be used through the Feast of the Epiphany, with
all the candles blazing to mark the light of God in the world during the season of
revelation.

Now back to why the Church year is like an Advent wreath. Like the Advent
wreath, the Church year does not really end - it is continuous with the beginning and
ending overlapping. Although the Advent season is technically the beginning of the
Church year, Advent also reminds us of the second coming of Christ which brings to
closure the current age and starts us on a new journey. The Church year is continuous like
the circular Advent wreath without beginning and without end. Throughout the Church
year, we are constantly reminded of events of the past, and we are also challenged to
anticipate and participate in the full coming of God’s Kingdom.

St. Michael’s is in a unique position to symbolize the coming of God’s Kingdom. We
are in a highly visible location, we have great buildings which draw people’s attention to
the church, and we are a committed group of Christians who seek to serve God’s people.
We just completed one “calendar” milestone, and we are approaching another one. On
September 3, 1967, St. Michael’s held its first worship as a mission of Trinity Church,
Independence; and in January of 1972, St. Michael’s was officially born as a congregation
separate from Trinity Church. So this January we will be 35 years old as a separate
congregation, and next September we will celebrate 40 years as a community of faith.

Perhaps you are wondering why I have given you these facts about St. Michael’s
beginnings, but you see it is Advent, and we at St. Michael’s are called to anticipate the
coming of God’s Kingdom in our own hearts and lives and also in the congregational life of
St. Michael’s. This new year calls us to renewed efforts for growth in spiritual maturity
and growth in membership. This new year calls us to renew our commitment to bringing
the fullness of God’s Kingdom to this place, with God’s help. For St. Michael’s to continue
to be a visible presence of God in this place, we all have to commit our lives to God’s work,
and we have to risk inviting others to join us in that work.

Advent is a good time for new beginnings, and it is also a time to remember that
Christ promises to be with us always even to the end of the ages, when Christ will return
in great glory. So we are not alone in our work. Anticipate the coming of Christ. Let God
light the candles of your heart and work for God’s Kingdom here at St. Michael’s and in all
places that God may send you.
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From the Deacon

It is hard to believe that another Christmas is upon us. As | write this article Thanksgiving is 11
days away and businesses are already gearing up for Christmas. One major retail chain
announced that this year they were going back to tradition and say, “Merry Christmas,” and
not just “Happy Holidays.” Most of us are comfortable in our homes with sufficient food, and
plenty of safe water to drink. It really does not come to mind that two billion people on this
planet live on less than $2.00 a day. One of the first items on the list of Millennium
Development Goals is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. One way for each of us to
take a part in helping achieve this goal is to give a gift at Christmas to a family in a
disadvantaged community that will help them help themselves. Episcopal Development
and Relief (ERD) has ways to process such a gift.

Some of the animals that can be provided to help families and communities are goats,
chickens, pigs, fish and bees. As an example: Poverty and disease such as AIDS have left
600,000 children in Zambia orphans. One particular volunteer, a farmer named Patrick, living
in Fiwila, Zambia helps at a preschool, which is part of the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation.
His community helps provide a group of children with food, and ERD partnerships with the
foundation by providing goats. The goats provide the children with nutritious milk, and when
the goats are fully grown they are sold to provide money to pay school fees and uniforms.

Another animal that is helpful to a family is the chicken. Chickens reproduce quickly, and
one hen can produce 200 eggs per year. A flock of chickens, which includes a rooster, can
provide a family with eggs, protein and a steady income. The gift also includes training so
the skills are developed to raise poultry for the marketplace.

Besides animals there is the opportunity to help a family or community with clean water
by giving money towards helping drill a well. There are drought resistant seeds that can be
supplied to a family or community. There is the opportunity to help a family or community
with farming tools. There are a number of ways to give that will help others that struggle just
to survive. Itis a good thing for us to learn and to also teach our children to look beyond
ourselves to help others. When these folks are helped they then are able to then reach out
to help someone else. It begins a cycle of helping each other.

It doesn’t take a great deal of money to help someone. Twenty or twenty-five dollars can
be given towards providing a particular animal, seeds or health item. You may wish to do
this as a family or we could decide as a St. Michael’s community to work together to give a
gift. By the time you read this article we probably will have a display up giving you more
information. Jesus came that we might have life and have it more abundantly, and out of
our abundance we can share with others that are having a hard time of it. You can make a
gift by calling 1-800-334-7626 ext. 5129 or on line at www.ER-D.ORG/GIFTSFORLIFE.

God’s Peace, Deacon Larry

Determine never to be idle. No person will have occasion to complain of the want of time who
never loses any. It is wonderful how much can be done if we are always doing." - Thomas
Jefferson



A LOOK AT OUR CHURCH CALENDAR

As the wheel of the year rolls past the winter
solstice we think about our church calendar: How
does it relate to our lives? How does it mesh with
our secular calendar? What are its seasons and
what is their meaning?

Calendars are based on recurring events in nature:
spring, summer, fall, and winter (solar calendars of
365 days) or on the phases of the moon (lunar
calendars, 12 months of 28 days). The calendar of
the Christian church year makes use of both kinds.
It developed over many centuries, sometimes
appropriating rituals common to many cultures, to
tell the story of Christ’s birth, death, and
resurrection as an expression of Christian theology.

The central event of Christianity is the
Resurrection. An annual remembrance of Christ’s
passion is therefore the central event of the
Christian year, so it was the first event to be placed
in the calendar. But the events of Holy Week took
place at the Jewish Passover, and cannot be
remembered without reference to it. Passover
occurs in the lunar month Nisan. Because the lunar
year is 29 days shorter than the solar year, an
adjustment was necessary if Easter and Passover
were roughly to coincide.

So Easter Day was made what is called a movable
feast, falling on the Sunday after the first full moon
after the spring equinox (March 21). The full story
of the Passion is commemorated in the days of
Holy Week, leading up to Easter Day. The Easter
season was established as lasting seven weeks,
ending on the Day of Pentecost (a word that means
50 days). The Jewish festival celebrated the wheat
harvest, and, as recorded in Acts, was the occasion
of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the
Christian church.

Easter was the time set aside for baptisms. So the
next addition to the calendar was a time of
preparation for baptism—the 40 days before Easter
(not counting Sundays, which are always feast
days). Over time, Lent became a time of repentance
and renewal for everyone, and began with Ash
Wednesday.

Thought for the Month

A second cycle developed, starting with the
incarnation, which was placed at the winter
solstice. In 338 CE the Emperor Constantine set the
date of Christ’s birth at December 25, marking the
beginning of the Christmas season. It was followed
by Epiphany, or the showing forth of Christ.
January 6, the beginning of Epiphany, was the
Egyptian date of the showing forth of the Sun.
Epiphany was also an occasion for baptism, so a
period of four weeks of penitential preparation
before Christmas was added. It came to be called
Advent, or preparation for the coming of Christ.

The weeks between Pentecost and Advent, the
Season after Pentecost, complete the church year.
These weeks are not to be thought of as merely
filling up the rest of the calendar. They offer us a
chance to explore our world and the meaning of
our lives as we live them between the first Coming
and the final Coming of Jesus Christ into the world.

When we celebrate the seasons and festivals of the
church year we do more than commemorate: We
perform sacramental actions in which we
experience the living reality behind those seasons
and festivals
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Bibles to Belize vy margie Gray
We at St. Michael’s have a special opportunity to help spread the Word of God to the people in Mango Creek, Belize. A letter
was received from the Missionary-in-charge of a small parish there, Dr. Stephen Post, requesting used Bibles. He distributes
them to people in villages throughout the area. He had distributed over a thousand Bibles thanks to the support of a few
Episcopal Churches here in the States.

| contacted Dr. Post and he stated that in addition to Bibles, he also distributes clothes, eyeglasses, vegetable seeds and
medicine. | asked if he could use Books of Common Prayer and he stated most of their prayer books had been lost in
Hurricane Iris and had not been replaced. “We would feel so blessed to have them” Dr. Post concluded.

Dr. Post seems to be a very humble person who states “...this is a partnership. | may be the one over on the front line, but it
is everyone back home that makes this mission work possible. When | do something to help someone over here or do
something in some way to spread the Word of God, it is only happening because of my Brothers and Sisters in the church.”
Your Stewardship Committee has decided to take on this challenging project and of course, once again, we need your help.
Please look around your house for used Bibles of any translation, and Books of Common Prayer, and children’s’ books
around the Bible and Jesus and bring them to church. Of course new books are also welcome. A box to put them in will be
placed at the back of the church. If you’d rather contribute funds to mail the books, just make your check out to the church
and put “Belize Project” in the memo section.

Please remember this effort in your prayers.
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Did you change your batteries?
Contributed by Vicky Anderson

Back a couple of weeks ago the time changed and we fell back one hour. So what's that got to do with batteries, you say?
Everything! Time change is the time to change the batteries in the smoke and carbon dioxide detectors in your home. Why
bother now - | can wait until we 'Spring forward' again! Not so! Around Christmas we cook more, have a Christmas tree with
lights, use candles more, have fires in the fire place, have our furnaces on (thanks be to God for heat!), and we tend to use
other devices to keep warm such as room heaters, or electric blankets.

Fire experts agree that 40 to 50 percent of the 6000 lives lost in residential fires in the country last year could have been
saved if the families had used smoke detectors. Smoke is the biggest threat from fire not the fire itself. Be safe - change
your batteries. If you need help changing your batteries you can call the Independence Fire Department at 325-7123.

People are like stained glass windows: they sparkle and shine when the suns out, but when the
darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is light within



THE U IN JESUS
Contributed by Ada Napier
Before U were thought of or time had begun, God stuck U
in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you'll see it's true,
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U.

You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name, For U, He
was born; that's why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died. It even
takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew, and this
word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension, He felt
there was one thing He just had to mention.

"Go into the world and tell them it's true
That | love them all - Just like | love U."

So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,
He'd like them to know, But it all starts with U
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With all the good cooks we have at St.
Michaels, where are the recipes? Come on,
share Granny’s cobbler or Mom’s favorite
dish. What about Aunt Sue’s relish? Let’s
let those secrets out, share is the word!!!!

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
David Dougherty 12/12
Rachel Swaney 12/22
Anniversaries
Ed & Patti Griffith 12/13

Baptisms
Carolyn Henson 12/10

W-0O-R-D-P-L-A-Y
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is
where a train stops. On my desk | have a work station...

Does fuzzy logic tickle?

If they arrested the Energizer
Bunny, would they charge it with battery?

If a tin whistle is made out of tin (and it is), then what,
exactly, is a fog horn made out of?

What hair color do they put on the driver's licenses of bald
men?

If it's zero degrees outside today and it's supposed to be
twice as cold tomorrow, how cold is it going to be?

Why do you press harder on a remote-control when you
know the battery is dead?

Why do banks charge you a "non-sufficient funds fee" on
money they already know you don't have?

Why do they call it the Department of Interior when they
are in charge of everything outdoors?

From your editor....... Thanks to everyone
who sent in articles for this months News
Letter. Your efforts make my job so much
easier. Send what your group is doing to
donnaraemeyer@att.net

From vour Prayer Team

There are prayer request cards located in the Prayer Chapel for your
personal requests. Your Prayer Team meets each Thursday, at 3pm.

All are welcome!




